VOLUME XI 


a 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


The Covered Bridge Courier 


ROCKVILLE, PARKE COUNTY, INDIANA - 47872 


Vigo Count 
Communlty Affairs File 


y Public Library 


ThA, Co LPR a 


U. $. POSTAGE 
PAID 


BULK RATE 


Permit No. 67 


ROCKVILLE. IND. 


Published by Parke County, Inc. 


Parke County Ready For 17th 
Annual Covered Bridge Festival 
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In the spacious yard 
surrounding the beautiful old 
county courthouse, a long 
promenade tent is erected along 
the north side and half of the east 
and west sides of the courthouse 
lawn. 

The Farmers Market and 
Bazaar is in the northeast section 
of the tent. Here you will find a 
bewildering profusion of the fruit 
of Parke County’s autumn piled, 
strung and heaped—gourds, 


Due to changes in highways 
and routes chosen, the following 
may not be exact, but are 
reasonably accurate distances 
from Rockville: 


Town Miles 
Chicago.... 150 
Cincinnati.... 175 
Bloomington, Ind.... 72 
Danville, fll.... 48 
Evansville .... 132 
Ft. Wayne.... 164 
Indianapolis .... 55 
Louisville .... 155 
St. Louis.... 187 
Terre Haute... 24 
Urbana-Champaign... . 82 


pumpkins, melons, bittersweet, 
popcorn, persimmons, pawpaws, 
squaw corn, etc. Rugs, aprons, 
linens, sweaters, sunbonnets, and 
dozens of other samples of 
domestic artistry abound. 

Besides the Farmers Market, 
local citizens display products of 
their own skills and farms in 
booths featuring maple products, 
honey, sorghum crackerjack, 
also some of the items found in 
the Farmers Market. 


Except for the covered bridges 
themselves, probably the most 


interesting part of the Festival is 
the “Early Activities.” 

Parke County people costumed 
suitably, are actively engaged in 
doing things that were commonly 
done at home in earlier days. The 
activities are housed mostly in 
crude shacks scattered about on 
the courthouse lawn. You will 
find sassafras-smoke-cured 
hams and bacon; beans and ham 
simmering in huge black kettles. 
served with freshly baked corn- 
bread; boys cranking freezers of 
persimmon ice cream (Boy 


Scouts aided by their parents); 
cooking whole hog sausage, dried 
apple pies; women frying “riz” 


crullers made by a special 
recipe: women in Quaker garb 
spend the day peeling apples and 
stirring brass cauldrons of cider 


applebutter; a cider mill grind- 
ing and pressing juice from 
apples selected for best flavor; 
ladies baking home made bread 
in an old iron range; all kinds of 
persimmon products being made. 


Food Is A Festival Feature 


Another tradition of the 
Covered Bridge Festival is the 
pancake breakfast at the Com- 
munity Building at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds. On both Sunday 
mornings, men of the Rockville 
Rotary Club prepare pancakes, 
served with genuine maple sirup, 
sausage and coffee. The dining 
room is “manned” by members 
of Estabrook Chapter, DAR. This 
is an “all you can eat” meal. 
Hours are from 6 to 10 a.m. 


Everyday of the Festival the 
committee’s Covered Bridge 
Kitchen will be in operation. Built 
by the Covered Bridge 
Association to comply with all 
sanitary regulations, it is 
equipped with stoves, 
refrigeration and dishwashers. 
Food is served from two sides. 

It will be located on the south 
side of the square, adjacent to the 
large dining tent with tables and 
chairs. 

The Beta Phi Chapter of Ep- 
silon Sigma Alpha International 
serves fried apple pies each day 
of the Festival. They are served 
‘by 26 “little country cooks” 


dressed in old-fashioned dresses 
and dust caps. 

The girls start early in June 
selecting the finest quality apples 
(enough to make 20,000 pies) and 
they have an extensive program 
planned to get ail these pies put 
together. They make dough 
circles and put the cooked filling 
into these and freeze until festival 
time arrives. Then they are fried 
and covered with powdered sugar 
and served pipin’ hot. They also 
serve hot chocolate and coffee, 
which makes a delicious snack 
for any time of day. 


Special equipment is set up 
along the street on the south side 
of the square and the Rosedale 
American Legion men charcoal- 
grill halved broilers at the rate of 
200 at a time. The turning and 
basting of these tempting fowfS is 
a sight worth seeing. This is 
served on both Festival Satur- 
days and Sundays and the 
chicken, with customary extras 
makes a wonderful meal. 

The big Covered Bridge Kitch- 
en dining tent has tables and 
chairs available. 


Rockville’s American Legion 
Post will serve a smorgasbord 
meal at the post home on East 
Ohio Street both weekends of the 
Festival. On both Saturday and 
Sunday, serving will begin at 
10:30 a.m. and continue 
throughout the day. Charges are 
$3 for adults and $1.50 for 
children under 12. 


All the good food is not confined 
to Headquarters. Along each of 
the marked routes food 
operations are to be found as well 
as restaurants and drive-ins that 
are in business all the time. 


The Turkey Run Booster Club, 
an organization of community- 
minded parents, offers a com- 
plete food service at the high 
school cafetorium located on SR 
47, just west of Turkey Run State 
Park on the Blue Route. Serving 
is from 11 am. to’5 pm., 
Saturdays and Sundays. There is 
ample parking space and rest 
room facilities are available. 
Their menu includes full meals or 
a variety of sandwiches, salads 
and desserts—-priced reasonably. 


OCTOBER 
12-21, 1973 


Parke County’s first Covered 
Bridge Festival was held on just 
three days of a beautiful week- 
end in October of 1957. At that 
time there were 39 covered 
bridges in Parke County but it 
was not until several years later 
that the county became the No. 1 
county in the United States in 
number of covered bridges. 

A small group of local citizens 
informally organized as a 
committee to publicize the fact 
that this unusual concentration of 
covered bridges was in, of all 
places, the Middlewest and not in 
New England. When the idea of 
Judy Snowden to hold a festival in 
October was accepted, the 
committee agreed that the 
Festival should not be just 
another homecoming or street 
carnival. It would be historical 
and educational and free of 
commercialism. š 

The basic plan of activities has 
never been changed—only new 
features added as the attendance 
grew. That the Covered Bridge 
Festival is now rated as one of the 
nation’s top iourist attractions 1s 
proof that the committee planned 
well. 

This year the Festival will be 
held on the 10 days of October 12- 
21. This includes the second and 
third weekends and during these 
10 days the brilliant autumnal 
colors of Parke County’s hard- 
wood trees always reach their 
peak. The hills and valleys, deep 
sandstone ravines, broad creek 
and river bottoms give Parke 
County a variety of beautiful 
scenery unsurpassed in the 
Middlewest. 

Since Parke County’s covered 
bridges were built in the years 
between 1856 and 1920, the 
Festival was planned to recreate 
that period of our history in 
costumes, crafts and activities. It 
is in this atmosphere that 
nostalgic memories are revived 
in many who are our guests at 
Festival time and for other 
guests, younger in years, it is 
educational and entertaining. If 
your interest is just in a carnival 
with rides, and gambling games, 
contests and drawings for prizes, 
beauty queens, parades, etc., 
forget the Covered Bridge 
Festival. 

In the early years of the 
Covered Bridge Festival, all the 
activities were on the courthouse 
square excepting the bus routes 
and the evening entertainments. 
However, as the attendance grew 
the courthouse square was ut- 
terly inadequate and the 
congestion intolerable. The 
Festival is now truly county- 
wide. In addition to Billie Creek 
Village, special stands, tents and 
programs are set up in Mon- 
tezuma, Mecca, Bridgeton and 
Rosedale, not to mention at 
several covered bridges and 
scenic points along the four 
marked covered bridge routes. 


All times listed for Festival 
events are for Eastern st@dard 
Time. 


BECAUSE OF NARROW 
ROADS AND LOAD LIMITS ON 
MANY COVERED BRIDGES, 
COMMERCIAL BUSES CAN- 
NOT GO OUT ON THE MARKED 
COVERED BRIDGE ROUTES. 


{ 
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Many County Towns Participate In Festival Too 


Mecca 


The Mecca Covered Bridge is 
100 years old this year and an 
official “birthday” party will be 
held at the bridge Sunday, Oc- 
tober 14, beginning at 2 p.m. 

Visitors to Mecca, located on 
the Red Route, will also find a 
restored one-room school house. 
The school was moved board by 
board to its present location near 
the covered bridge and attracts 
attention as a genuine example of 
how education was administered 
in the “good old days.” 

School will be in session each of 
the regular weekdays of the 
Festival including the first 
Friday. October 12. The school 
building is 99 years old this year. 
The Mecca Historical Society 
sponsored its relocation and has 
served thousands of meals to 
organizations to help pay for it. 

They will be serving food 
during the entire ten days of the 
Festival with a menu of sand- 
wiches, pie, beans and drinks, 
next to the school. 

Also. nearby is a genuine 
witched well, hand dug and ap- 
proved by the State Board of 
Health. (A ‘‘witched”’ well means 
it was located by a water witch!) 

The Mecca Christian Church 
Ladies Aid will have the Country 
Store offering various home 
made products and home grown 
produce. 

The last Saturday of the 
Covered Bridge Festival will be 
homecoming day for all those 
from Mecca. 

Campground facilities are in 
the north part of Mecca, and 
include water. electricity and a 
dump station. Information and 
reservations for campers may be 
obtained by writing to Lib 
Maurey or Dale Andrew at 
Mecca, Indiana, 47860. 


Montezuma 


The Civic Club of Montezuma 
sponsors this historic town’s 
participation in the Covered 
Bridge Festival. The two blocks 
on the north side of US 36, which 
is the Main Street of the town, are 
crowded with tents and shacks. 
They stand at the east end of one 
of the finest steel bridges in the 


. Registration & Information 


l 

2. Housing 

3. Farmer's Market 
1. Bus Tours 

5. Beans 

6. Ice Cream 

7. Sausage 

8. Fried Apple Pies 
9, Crullers 

10. Ham & Beans 


1r. Cinnamon Delights 


12. Smoke House 


13. Covered Bridge Kitchen 


11. Biscuits 

15. Senior Citizens 
16. Dining Tent 
17. Chicken Grills 
1k. Ladies’ Room 
19. Men's Room 


20, Presbyterian Church (Photo 


Display) 

21. Shuttle Bus 
22. Ritz Theater 
23. Post Office 
24. Art 

25. Broom Shop 
26. Apple Butter 
27. Lemonade 

28. Apple Cider 
29. Sassafras Tea 


state of Indiana which crosses the 
Wabash River. 

Montezuma will stage its 
famour pig roast during the two 
weekends of the 1973 Covered 
Bridge Festival, price and 
availability of hogs not- 
withstanding. 

The Civic Club plans to par- 
ticipate in the Festival by again 
sponsoring the Pig Roast, the Pig 
Shack where the sandwiches are 
sold, and the Farmers Market, 
according to Mrs. Sarah 
Baumann, club president. 


There will be an Indian teepee 
with beads, purses, belts, etc., 
and the Aztec Eating House will 
serve pie, coffee and tea. Visitors 
can go on horse-drawn hay rides 
to historic places including 
portions of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal. The Volunteer Fire 
Department will also give rides 
in an antique fire truck. 

Other groups participating will 
be the Montezuma Fire Depart- 
ment, Auxiliary, O.E.S., Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts and FFA. 

Camping facilities will again be 
available in Reeder Park, located 
on the banks of the Wabash 
River. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Zach- 
man are in charge of campsite 
arrangements and may be 
reached by calling 812-245-2644. 
Their address is 504 Jefferson 
Street. Montezuma, Ind., 47862. 

Rates for campers will be $2 
per night and 50 cents for elec- 
tricity or a total of $2.50 with 
electricity. 

There will be an information 
center or visitors may obtain 
information now by writing 
Sarah Baumann, president, 
Montezuma Civic Club, Inc., 
Montezuma, Indiana, 47862. 


Bridgeton 


Bridgeton, now on both the Red 
and Black routes, has several 
new places of interest which will 
be open year round. 

At the blacksmith shop you will 
see fireplace pokers and other 
metal items being handcrafted 
by the resident blacksmith. 

Another addition is the pottery 
shop, featuring ‘useful and or- 
namental”’ ware. Stop in and 
watch the potter “throwing” pots 


and bowls on a kickwheel. 

March through December the 
“Sassafras Kitchen” will be open 
daily. Country lunch, served 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., includes 
such treats as home-made bread, 
apple butter, corn-fritter puffs. 
Delicious suppers throughout the 
week are served family style. 
Fine fare such as barbequed pork 
chops and steak with mushroom 
sauce will be offered. 

If you prefer to eat cafeteria- 
style the Bridgeton Volunteer 
Fire Department will be serving 
hot home-cooked meals at the fire 
house as usual. 

Inside the old mill in Bridgeton 
you can watch huge flint grist 
wheels turning buckwheat into 
flour and corn into cornmeal. 
Explore the mill and see the work 
of skilled craftsmen in the long 
hand-hewn beams; living proof 
that structures well-made endure 
through the ages. 

The Bridgeton Country Store 
will be open as always with old- 
fashioned products on hand. 
Treat yourself to a cheese wedge 
from the old cheesecutter, or 
select your own pickle from the 
pickle barrel. Be sure to browse 
through their gift shop, too. 

The local dress-pattern maker 
specializes, during festival time, 
in custom-fitted basic patterns 
and old-fashioned attire. 

Local artists will be demon- 
strating their skills as usual, and 
a flea market will be open during 
festival time. 

Wagon rides down Main Street 
from the blacksmith shop to the 
covered bridge will be run 
throughout the day. 

For your convenience, public 
restroom facilities are being 
constructed by the newly formed 
Bridgeton Community Covered 
Bridge Association. This 
association is dedicated not only 
to maintaining the quaintness of 
the town, but also. to the 
development of public interest in 
the community. You may contact 
the association by writing P.O. 
Box 1000, Bridgeton, Ind. 47836. 


Rosedale 


This is the fifth year that 
Rosedale on the Red Route has 


been a participant in the Covered 
Bridge Festival. by having one of 
the most outstanding antique 
collections for sale and viewing in 
Parke County. This is all in a 
building on Main Street, with 
good eats, farmers market, with 
all things made by local people to 
sell. Each year Rosedale has 
something new to offer, including 
a real country store, with its 
original furnishings of years ago, 
when it was a coal mining town. 
Rosedale hopes to make itself 
known as the Scarecrow Capital 
of Parke County. Our young 
generation does not know about 
scarecrows, their purpose, etc. 
They are also getting their still 
ready and inkle weaving is a new 
demonstration this year. 

A country-western show 

featuring the Country Cavaliers 
of Nashville, Tennessee, is slated 
at Rosedale in the school on 
Saturday, October 13. There will 
be one show at 2 p.m. and one at 8 
p.m. 
Take the Red Route and see 
eight bridges or more and some 
of the most outstanding scenery 
in the county. Rosedale welcomes 
you to camp and fish along Big 
Raccoon Creek, or use the park 
(primitive) for your trailers and 
campers. 


Mansfield 


Francis and Dorothy Frazier 
have purchased the old water 
mill and surrounding buildings in 
Mansfield and are in the process 
of restoring the area for visitors 
to Parke County. The mill was 
built in 1888. 


Mansfield is where, 
historically, Parke County 
began. There is a two-span 


covered bridge at Mansfield, 
modern restrooms for those on 
tour, a restaurant will be 
operated by members of the OES 
and there will be a large display 
of historical items. 

The Fraziers, who live in one of 
the first homes built in Parke 
County (built in 1820), plan to 
continue restoration of the mill 
and area buildings. Mr. Frazier 
is the owner of 150 antique cars 
manufactured between 1907 and 
1954 which he hopes to bring to 
Mansfield and set up in a 
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museum. He also owns old fire 
fighting equipment, a complete 
1920 garage and service station 
and items from a blacksmith 
shop and a general store which he 
hopes to place in the buildings 
once they are ready. 

The Fraziers have parking 
available at Mansfield as well as 
20 spaces with water and elec- 
tricity for travel trailers. 


Bloomingdale 


The beautiful and historic 
Friends Church in Bloomingdale, 
built in 1865, holds open house 
during the Covered Bridge 
Festival, with members acting as 
hosts to guests. 

There is on display a variety of 
old record books, dating back to 
1836, also pictures of Friends 
Bloomingdale Academy, which 
for many years was the leading 
educational institution of this 
area. 

They offer reproductions of an 
original 1899 special edition of the 
ROCKVILLE TRIBUNE. 

Located in the center of town in 
a beautiful beech grove, the 
members welcome all Covered 
Bridge Festival guests. A large 
sign indicates when the building 
is open. 


Historical 


Society In 
New Home 


The Parke County Historical 
Society has recently opened its 
museum at the location formerly 
occupied by Country Cousins Gift 
Shop at 513 West Ohio Street in 
Rockville. 

A wide range of historical 
memorabilia is on display, along 
with paintings by local artists, a 
selection of hand-made gifts and 
some souvenir items. 

The public is welcome and 
there is no admission fee. The 
museum will be open during the 
Festival from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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Keeps Growing 


February 23- 24; 


The Parke County Maple Fair 
is always held on Saturday and 
Sunday of the last weekend in 
February and the first weekend 
in March. The 1974 Maple Fair— 
the 10th—will be on Feb. 23-24 and 
March 2-3. 

Duplicating the attendance 
record of the Covered Bridge 
Festival in growing larger every 
year. the Maple Fair. after six 
years completely outgrew the 
facilities of the 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Of necessity, the activities are 
now held in three locations—the 
4-H Fairgrounds, Billie Creek 
Village and the Ritz Theatre in 
Rockville. 

At the 4-H Fairgrounds are the 
pancake meal; art department 
display and painting demon- 
strations. Home Folks Market 
and china painting. Busses leave 
for tours to sugar camps and 
there's hog butchering (on 
Saturdays only). 


With Hoosier weather such as it 
is on the above dates, folks often 
ask why we hold the Maple Fair 
at that time. The answer is 
simple—that’s when the old time 
maple sirup producers tell us we 
may expect the sugar water (not 
sap) to run at its peak. 


Here in Parke County we have 
both wood-fired and oil-fired 
evaporators and the water is 
collected in both the old fashioned 
way with spiles and buckets and 
by using plastic tubing running to 
a central collecting tank. 

There is nothing in this world 
like the aroma produced by 
boiling sugar water. You can't 
describe it. It’s like trying to 
describe the sound of a team of 
horses walking through a covered 
bridge; you just have to hear it to 
know what it is like. And you just 
have to smell that delicious 
aroma of boiling sugar water to 
know what this is like. Most of our 
sugar camps (that’s what we call 
them in Parke County) are 
located in the northern and 
eastern parts of the county and 
there are two marked routes— 
one north and one east— and go to 
three camps and include one or 
two covered bridges. Busses with 
informed guides leave the 
headquarters to run these routes 
and this provides maximum 
enjoyment because the guides 
have authentic information on 
every aspect of maple sirup 
production from the tapping of 
the trees to final straining of the 
finished sirup, as well as 
describing landmarks, folk lore, 
etc., as the bus travels along. 
Tickets for the trip are $2.25 for 
adults and $1.25 for children. If 
you prefer, you can drive the 
routes in your own car. 


Modern mechanized farming 
has seen the disappearance of 
some of the old time farm chores 
such as hog butchering, but some 
Parke County farmers still 
butcher their own hogs because 
they prefer it to the ‘“‘boughten”’ 
stuff the rest of us have to be 
content with. We doubt there is 
any place in the U.S. where you 
can see this ancient operation 
except at Parke County's Maple 
Fair. 

Starting around 8 a.m., on 
Saturdays only, Bion Myers 
supervises a group of old timers 
as they perform this fast 
disappearing operation. The 
preliminaries will have been 
taken care of hours before. but 
those who arrive early at the 
Maple Fair can see them scald 
the hog, scrape the bristles and 
carve the porker into the usual 
cuts. In the meantime, the lard is 
being rendered in big black 
kettles. The work continues for 
the better part of the morning 
and repeat, this is only on 
Saturday mornings. 

Watching sheep shearing at the 
Maple Fair has fascinated 
hundreds of visitors of all ages. 
Whether it is the swift and ef- 
ficient job done with modern 


March 2 - 3 


equipment by Roy Reedy or the 
slower, but also efficient job done 
with hand shears or the less 
antiquated hand-powered clip- 
pers. it is always interesting and 
the sheep themselves are 
likeable, if occasionally reluc- 
tant. performers. The ewes 
always bring their lambs with 
them and this is a special delight 
for your children. 

Explanations of all the ‘whys 
and wherefores" are provided by 
the Reedys during the shearing. 
As one visitor expressed it. You 
learn things at the Maple Fair 
that just aren't in books.” 
Shearing will take place at 
frequent intervals during both 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Spinning and weaving. which 
go hand in hand with shearing of 
wool, are also demonstrated, and 
the operators explain their crafts 
and give you a new insight into 
production of fabrics from 
primitive times until today's 
mechanized techniques. These 
are things you can't get out of a 
book. 


The pancake meal will be 
served from 8a.m. until 4 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday of both 
weekends. Price of the meal is 
$1.50 for adults and $1.00 for 
children under 12. 

Quite a few people do not know 
what “whole hog” sausage is. It 
is the simple sausage made from 
the entire meat output of the 
porker. All the fine cuts—chops, 
tenderloin. hams and shoulders 
are thrown into the grinder. 
Ordinary sausage is made from 
scraps and trimmings and has a 
much higher fat content per 
ounce and pound than the whole- 
hog sausage. And believe it or 
not, the pancakes are served with 
genuine Parke County maple 
sirup and creamery butter. 


The Home Folk’s Market at the 
Maple Fair is a smaller version 
of the Farmer’s Market of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. This 
year it will be held at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds. 

Maple products dominate the 
display. Sirup may be found in 
every size container from cute 
little jugs to gallon tins. Then 
there is maple sugar. maple 
cream, maple candy, maple 
cookies, maple pie and more 
depending on how much the trees 
have run before Maple Fair time. 
But Maple products are far from 
all. There will be piles of 
needlework of all kinds; jams 
and jellies (plenty of corn cob 
jelly, too); original souvenirs, 
locally made; articles made from 
wood and corn husks; and hand 
knit nose warmers which you 
may need if the mercury falls. 
There will be honey and eggs and 
pottery. And, as usual, a lot more 
things besides. 


Crafts At Billie 
Creek Village 


At Billie Creek Viliage is where 
the crafts action is. All the crafts 
which were in operation at last 
year’s Covered Bridge Festival 
will be performed. These include 
candle dipping, pottery making 
and burning. spinning and 
weaving. The Country Store will 
be open. so will the one-room 
school. The broom factory will be 
in Operation and guests can see a 
real sugar camp in operation plus 
many other activities common to 
a village of the 1900's. 


Entertainment 


The Parke Players. a local 
organization, which has staged 
performances at the Ritz Theatre 
in Rockville at the last two 
Covered Bridge Festivals and 
last year's Maple Fair, will stage 
a show on both Saturday nghts. 
The play has not yet been 
selected, but has always been a 
humorous melodrama. 
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Regular visitors to Parke 
County already know about Billie 
Creek Village, a re-created 
hamlet planned to demonstrate 
small-town living at the turn of 
the century. Since the summer of 
1972 this project has been opened 
to the public with an admission 
tee of $1.00 for adults, 50 cents for 
students aged six thru 18 and free 
for children under six. Admission 
for youth groups will be 25 cents 
each. Response has been ex- 
cellent and as time goes by 
returning visitors will find new 
activities and exhibits. 

After receiving admission tags 
at the entrance and crossing the 
wooden footbridge over Billie 
Creek, a woodsy path takes 
visitors to the village but before 
they get there the scent of 
hickory smoke greets them. An 
authentic smoke house with hams 
absorbing smoky flavor is at the 
top of the path. Across from the 
smoke house is a two-story log 
house where a weaver demon- 
strates her skill on a two-harness 
rug loom and a spinner is busy 
with flax at a spinning wheel. 

The most recent addition to 
village buildings is a small 
church. This structure served the 
St. Joseph’s congregation for 85 
years. (Cost of moving the 
church from its original location 
in Rockville was $10,000.) The 
facade has wooden decorations of 
a cross and vine leaves that are 
considered rare. Restoration is 
nearly complete. 


Perhaps the most popular 
building in the village is the 
“little red school house.” This 
one-room school boasts a small 
belfry and is typical of the ar- 
chitecture found in small town 
schools rather than the more 
austere rural or ‘‘district’’ 
schools in Indiana. The schoo! is 
fully furnished. even to the pail 
for drinking water with a com- 
mon dipper. (Yes, there is an 
ominous switch on the bookcase.) 


The potters’ shed is more 
practical than handsome. It not 
only houses a wide selection of 
locally made pottery, but the 
wheel is in use by potters 
demonstrating their ancient art. 
During the Covered Bridge 
Festival, Raku ware is fired in 
the kiln just outside the door. 


Another utilitarian shed is 
called the Broom Shop. Brooms 
are made with antiquated 
equipment but it doesn’t take a 
new machine for a ‘‘new broom to 
sweep clean.” Brooms of all sizes 
and colors are made and the 
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Billie Creek Village Awaits Festival With Craft 


village broom-makers do a brisk 
business with their short handled 
“camper brooms” designed for 
today’s vacationers and unheard- 
of in 1900. This is one of the few 
reminders of modern living to be 
found in Billie Creek Village. 


When Joseph A. Wright left his 
home in Rockville in 1849 to serve 
Indiana as its 10th governor, he 
could not have imagined the 
adventures that awaited his snug 
little house. It continued to serve 
as a dwelling for 60 years in its 
original location on West Ohio 
street. In 1916 it was moved to the 
corner of Michigan and York 
streets by the Christian Science 
Society and served that group as 
a church until a new church was 
built in 1969. During this period 
the two front rooms were thrown 
together to form a sanctuary. In 
1969 it was moved to Billie Creek 
Village where the large room is 
used by local candle makers, one 
of whom is always there to 
demonstrate the old-time art of 
making ‘‘dips.’’ Shelves and 
tables are loaded with candles of 
all sizes, shapes and scents. A 
room at the back is devoted to the 
Parke County Art Association. 
Oils, water-colors, pen and ink 
and pencil sketches fill the walls 
and a member of the group is 
usually working at an easel in the 
little hallway that separates the 
display areas. 


Since it is a public facility, the 
covered bridge across Billie 
Creek cannot properly be said to 
be a part of the village, but the 
Wright house lies almost in its 
shadow. 

From time to time, usually on a 
Sunday afternoon, various 
musical groups provide concerts 
on the Village Common. There 
are hopes for a suitable band- 
stand in 1974 but, meanwhile, the 
hillside makes a fine sounding 
board. 


During the summer of 1972 the 
massive old barn was restored to 
its original function. A team of 
work horses, an elderly retired 
pony, a pony colt, two lambs, a 
goat and a mild-mannered little 
mule have been sheltered there 
at night along with several 
rabbits and three geese. This 
combination of livestock does 
vary from time to time. (The 
village also has a flock of ducks 
but they are penned at night 
behind the log house.) Animals 
not actually working spend their 
days grazing in the barn yard, or 
elsewhere around the village, and 
enjoying the admiration of 


visitors. The big horses pull a 
farm wagon equipped with 
passenger seats thru the village 
and around the hill; they also 
plow the patches of sorghum and 
broom-corn south of the village. 
Also housed in the barn is a 
collection of early farm im- 
plements. Some are loaned by the 
Purdue Agurcultural Alumni 
Association and some have been 
privately donated or loaned. All 
are identified for the benefit of 
more youthful viewers. 


Popular with young and old is 
the General Store at the south end 
of the board walk. Locally made 
craft items crowd shelves and 
show cases. Home-made pickles, 
jams, jellies, candies, honey and 
maple syrup are stocked in 
ample supply along with licorice 
whips, horehound drops and stick 
candy. Tin cups, lamp chimneys, 
coal scuttles, buggy whips, iron 
kettles, wire corn poppers are 
found in the General Store and 
the old rocking chairs around the 
central heating stove are usually 
occupied by visitors who find it 
pleasant to ‘‘set a spell” whether 
they do any “trading”? or not. 
Today’s high-pressure 
salesmanship is unheard-of in 
Billie Creek Village. 

Plans are now under way for 
authentic furnishing of Dr. Rice’s 
office, also on the board walk. 
This exhibit has been a difficult 
problem for village planners 
because medical practice is a 
field where outinoded equipment 
is not tolerantly regarded. The 
Parke-Vermillion County 
Medical Association has been 
appealed to and has agreed to 
search for suitable paraphernalia 
for both the waiting room and the 
consultation room. A quilting 
demonstration and a doll shop 
will occupy this space at Festival 
time. 


At the north end of the board 
walk is the newspaper office. 
Thanks to the generosity of a 
Rockville publisher, this building 
houses a working Miehle flat-bed 
press, a Chandler & Price job 
press, a mid-19th century cutter 
and folder, a stone or make-up 
table, cases of type fonts and type 
sticks left from the hand-set days 
and a melting pot with all 
equipment. A Linotype machine 
was donated by two former Rock- 
ville residents. Desks, counter 
and swivel chairs are all there 
and during the Covered Bridge 
Festival the big press and the job 
press will be run from time to 
time. The small 4-page 


Medicine Wagon Is Village Feature 


A turn of the century traveling 
medicine show is the name of the 
game and the learned (7) 
professor himself will generously 
advise everyone within earshot of 
the excellence of his ‘Indian 
Herb Tonics and Specifics;’’ his 
guaranteed ‘‘Invigorating 
Inhalant,’’ suitable for man, 


beast or fowl; “Pratt’s Ptisan” 
for poorly people and puling 
pups. 

In keeping with tradition, Prof. 
Pratt’s gusty spiel will be 
enlivened by living testimonials 
to the merits and-or authenticity 
of his claims. Indians, healthy 
children, robust women and alert 


animals will prove beyond 
dispute the value of these pseudo- 
medical marvels. 

Prof. Pratt’s stock in trade will 
be hawked from a resplendant 
wagon in Billie Creek Village and 
the entire enterprise belongs to 
Parke Players. Avoid all 
imitators! 
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newspaper that is run on the big 
press is an exact duplicate 
(except for dateline and 
masthead) of a local 1913 paper. 


Beyond the board walk is a 
pagoda-shaped little structure 
that now serves as refreshment 
stand. Built more than 60 years 
ago, it was originally the kitchen 
used in conjunction with the large 
dining tent during Rockville’s 
annual Chautauqua. Somewhere 
near the refreshment stand, a 
cider press will be operating 
during the Covered Bridge 
Festival. There will be soap- 
making in a big iron kettle over 
an open fire and if the apple crop 
is sufficient, there should be an 
apple butter kettle bubbling 
somewhere in the village, too. 


Other crafts at the village 
include a blacksmith shop, 
leather craft work, woodworking 
skills such as rail splitting, log 
hewing and clapboard making; 
lye soap making; sorghum 
making and others. 


Thousands 


Of Brooms 
Are Made 


The McMurtry family operates 
the one-man broom machine 
found on the courthouse lawn 
during the festival. Last year 
during the festival, the machine 
turned out nine different 
varieties of brooms in all shapes 
and colors. Offered for sale to 
Festival visitors, the brooms are 
made by a process which has not 
changed since the birth of the 
hand-made broom machine. 

The machine was originally 
purchased by Orville Mires 
around 1910 in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, and was sold to his 
nephew, Wayne McMurtry of 
Rockville, in 1972. The original 
purchase price was $40. It carries 
a patent date of September 18, 
1878, and all the original parts are 
still in operation. It is impossible 
to estimate how many brooms 
have been made on the machine, 
but in 1972-1973 it turned out some 
2,000 brooms. 
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Old Camera 
Exhibit New 


This Year 


The Photography Competition 
and Exhibit of the 1973 Covered 
Bridge Festival will be held again 
this year in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church, southwest 
corner of the square in Rockville. 
All color and black and white 
prints entered will be displayed, 
and the winning color slides and 
others will be projected at an- 
nounced intervals. 

This year, for the first time, the 
Photography exhibit will include 
a second feature — a display of 
antique cameras and photo- 
graphic items such as old glass 
negatives, some almost 100 years 
old, a 70-year-old portrait 
camera, early Leicas and other 
33MM _ pioneers, extinction 
meters, and many other items of 
antique photographica. The 
Antique Camera display will be 
open the same hours as the print 
exhibit. 

Entries in the 1973 competition 
will be judged in the 
Presbyterian Church basement 
on Saturday, October 6, starting 
at 1 p.m Once more an out- 
standing panel of qualified judges 
has been assembled—Harold 
Martz, Terre Haute, Ind., Parke 
County Camera Club, 
photographer and judge; Dennis 
W. Pett. Associate Professor and 
Director of Instructional Ser- 
vices, Audio-Visual Center, In- 
diana University, Bloomington, 
Ind.; and Orvil L. Stokes, Dan- 
ville, Ill., Danville Area Camera 
Club, photographer and lecturer, 
The judging of the photography 
competition is the first formal 
activity of the Covered Bridge 
Festival and is open to the public. 

Since the closing date for en- 
tries is Oct. 5, 1973, there is still 
time to get your prints or slides in 
the contest. To get entry forms 
most quickly, phone the Tourist 
Information Office, 812-569-5226, 
Rockville. Whether you're a 
photographer or not, the exhibit 
in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church, right on 
the square, is a must when you 
visit the 17th annual Parke 
County Covered Bridge Festival. 


Exhibit Of 
Local Art In 
Courthouse 


No feature of the Covered 
Bridge Festival has been more 
popular than the art exhibit in the 
corridors of the courthouse. This 
has been a feature of the Festival 
since the first one in 1957. 

Sponsors of this show, the 
Covered Bridge Art Association, 
have been seriously handicapped 
in the past by lack of space, 
problems in lighting and enough 
personnel to do justice to the 
exhibit. 

In addition to the corridors of 
the courthouse, there will be an 
exhibit in the Governor Wright 
home at Billie Creek Village, also 
along some of the covered bridge 
routes. 

The rules for entries this year 
have been changed to include 
artists who are not Parke County 
residents. 

From previous experience, the 
Art Association expects no 
change in the overall quality of 
the exhibit and is confident that 
spectators will be better able to 
enjoy the show. Pictures to be 
displayed will be in all media, 
crafts excluded. 

No admission fee is charged to 
spectators but the Association 
will be grateful if people wishing 
to take photographs of displays 
will consult an attendant first. 
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Shuttle Service Provided 


Shuttle bus service will be 
available during the Covered 
Bridge Festival from the square 
in Rockville to Billie Creek 
Village and to the campgrounds 
at the 4-H Fairgrounds, about a 
mile north of Rockville on US 41. 

Pick-up points for passengers 
will be: 


BILLIE CREEK VILLAGE— 
South Entrance. 


FAIRGROUNDS—West side of 
4-H Building (outside camp- 
grounds office). 


SQUARE IN ROCKVILLE— 
Southeast corner of square 
(alongside county jail). 


Departure times for shuttle bus 
service: (this schedule will be 
followed as closely as traffic 
permits). 


BILLIE CREEK VILLAGE— 
Leave on the hour. 


FAIRGROUNDS—Leave on 
the half-hour. 


SQUARE IN ROCKVILLE— 
Leave on the quarter-hour. 


Shuttle bus service will be 
available starting at 9a.m. until 5 
p.m. 

Adequate free parking is 
available at the Fairgrounds and 
Billie Creek Village. All visitors 
are urged to utilize these free 
parking spaces to avoid the 
congestion around the square in 
Rockville. 


Antique 


Show To Be 
At Armory 


Parke County Covered Bridge 
Antique Show and Sale is one of 
the events during the 10 days of 
the Festival that is awaited by 
many residents and visitors to 
the county. 

Combined with a touch of 
nostalgia and recent collectibles, 
the show will have many dealers 
from Indiana and across the 
nation. Here you may expect to 
find period furniture, art glass 
and clocks. There will be a book 
dealer handling all the new 
reference books for the novice 
and advanced collector. 

Managed by Mrs. Nancy 
Campbell and Mrs. Carole Vice of 
Rockville with the cooperation of 
the Parke County, Inc., board, 
the show promises to be a 
highlight, as many of their shows 
have been in the past. 

The show will be held in the 
Rockville National Guard Ar- 
mory on Coloma Road, three 
blocks west of US 41. Admission 
is 50 cents. The show will run 
daily from 10 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
and a luncheon menu is 
available. 


Parks Offer 
Camping 
Opportunity 


Parke County's three state 

parks — Turkey Run, Raccoon 
Lake and The Shades — all have 
good campgrounds and are open 
thruout the Covered Bridge 
festival. No reservations are 
accepted by the parks. First 
come, first served. 
_ At Festival time only, camping 
is permitted at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds located 1!» miles 
north of Rockville on US 41. 
Water and primitive facilities are 
available and a limited number 
of hookups. Cost per night: $2, or 
$2.50 with electricity. 


This Is The ORIGINAL Covered 
Bridge Festival 


Members of the Parke County 
Sheriff's Department will be on 
duty on both US 36 and US 41 to 
speed the flow of traffic and to 
assist motorists in every way 
possible. 


All charter busses will be 
directed to the vacant lot one and 
a half block north of the north- 
east corner of the square where 
passengers will depart- and load 
during their visit to the Festival. 


To Present 
3rd Annual 
Horse Show 


The Indiana Pinto Horse 
Association will present its third 
annual Pinto and Old Fashioned 
Horse Show at the Covered 
Bridge Festival the first weekend 
only. The show will be at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds, a mile north of 
Rockville on US 4} on Saturday, 
Oct. 13. 

Since we cannot relive the past, 
we would like to bring back, for a 
few short hours, the fond 
memories of when the horse was 
our most common means of 
transportation and recreation. To 
some this will be a new ex- 
perience, to others it will bring 
back fond memories of years 
gone past. 

Starting at 10 a.m., we will 
have a full line of Pinto halter 
classes and in the afternoon an 
exciting line of performance 
classes for those lovely spotted 
horses. 

At 6:30 p.m., our Old Fashioned 
Show starts with classes as 
follows. 


GRAND ENTRY of all ex- 
hibitors. 
1. Pinto Ranch Horse. 


2. Pinto English Pieasure 


Championship 
3. Flag Race Open. 


4. Pleasure and Pet Pony - Under 
oie 


5. Farm Hitch - Horse or Mule 
Drawn. 


6. Open Costume Class - open to 
any breed. 


7. Old Time Cart Class. 
8. Western Pleasure - Open. 


9. Barrel Race - Open. 


10. Side Saddle Pleasure. 
11. Bottle Race - (6 and under). 
Pleasure 


12. Pinto Western 
Championship. 


13. Old Fashioned (Restored) 
Buggy Class. 


14. Parade Class. 


15. Novelty Class - (Walk, ride, 
drive or what have you, your 
choice). 

Entry Fees: $4.00 with a 
payback, trophy and ribbons. 
Gate donation is $1 adults, with 
children 12 and under free. 

For futher information con- 
tact: Ruth Budd, RR 2, 
Waveland, Indiana 47989, phone- 
812-597-2093. 


Roofs Added 


After the Revolutionary War, 
countless bridges were built in 
the United States and most were 
wooden but none were ‘‘covered”’ 
until a roof was added to a 
completed bridge in Philadelphia 
in 1804. After that roofs and 
siding were added to many 
existing bridges and most new 
ones were built with roofs. Many 
kinds of construction were 
patented and Theodore Burr 
invented a wooden arch that 
connected the vertical posts and 
distributed the weight or 
“stress,” making his bridges 


. Stronger. 
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Bridge Routes Offer Scenery 
In Magnificent Fall Colors 


Of course, our 36 covered 
bridges are the prima donnas of 
the show and only reason for 
having a Festival in the first 
place. Practically all have Burr 
arches, but each in its setting is a 
distinct individual and you will 
want to see as many of them as 
possible. You'll have to go to our 
golf course to see one of them, but 
all the rest are located to 
carry traffic across streams; or 
did so before being retired and 
replaced by modern concrete 
bridges. 

Since the covered bridges are 
scattered all over the county, 
four routes—Yellow, Blue, Black 
and Red—approximately 40 
miles long and from six to nine 
bridges, have been marked with 
metal signs. 

AN four routes start and end on 
the public square in Rockville. As 
you drive along these routes 
during Festival time, you will 
enjoy not only the scenic views 
and magnificent fall coloring that 
surround the bridges, but many 
find extra diversion in the 
amazing scarecrows put up by 
residents along the routes. 

Each route goes through one or 
more of the towns and villages of 
the county where you may see a 
variety of activities going on. 
You'll probably see boys selling 
buckeyes or nuts, a woman with 
jars of piccalilli, or an artist 
trying to catch the sunlight on a 
crimson tree. 


When strangers visit Parke 
County and receive a map 
showing the four marked routes 
that take them to see the covered 
bridges, most of them ask, 
“Which is the best?” 

It is a question without an 
answer. The routes were planned 
by people familiar with the roads 
and appreciative of scenery at all 
times of the year. Guests who 
take conducted tours will receive 
all sorts of information which 
varies. depending on which tour 
they take. Below is a short 
description of each route which 
may help visitors select the one 
they consider most interesting. 

Red Route-—This leads to eight 
covered bridges and the true 
bridge buff may, by using his 
map, easily include two others. 
Historically significant sites 
passed are Armiesburg and 
Roseville. Close to the Mecca 
Bridge (No. 21) is a restored 
District School House. Of 
geological interest is the north- 
ward flow of Big Raccoon Creek 
from Roseville (Coxville) to 
Armiesburg. The county’s two 
oldest church buildings, con- 
tinuously housing the same 
denomination, are passed. Parke 
County’s youngest bridge 
(Nevins; 1920) will be crossed. 
The last few miles follow an old 
Indian Trace. 

Yellow Route—Vestiges of the 
Wabash & Erie Canal will be seen 


in Montezuma, and elsewhere 
along the way. The county’s 
longest bridge, and longest 
single-span are found on this 
route. The route passes the 
boyhood home of “Uncle Joe” 
Cannon, U. S. Speaker of the 
House; site of the Bloomingdale 
Academy and past the beautiful 
Friends Meeting House situated 
in a beech grove in 
Bloomingdale. The last stretch of 
the route passes the Parke 
County Covered Bridge Golf 
Course—only course known to 
have an authentic covered bridge 
on a fairway. 

Blue Route—Across excellent 
farmland and into the Sugar 
Creek hills. Sugar Creek will be 
crossed twice by concrete spans 
and once by a covered bridge. 
The route passes two sides of 
Turkey Run state park, two early 
(1835) log cabins, and, on a rock 
shelf east of the Narrows bridge, 
the site of the Lusk grist mill 
where mill race, shaft-hole and 
steps were hewn into the sand- 
stone. Portland Mills bridge, one 
of the county’s two oldest, now 
occupies its new site. The tour is 
largely on upland, then descends 
along Little Raccon valley and 
the popular Billie Creek bridge 
comes as a final surprise. 

NOTE: The iron bridge (High 
Bridge) across Sugar Creek has 


been closed to traffic. At the 
Narrows bridge, go back to SR 47, 
turn left and follow signs to pick 
up the Blue Route again. 

Black Route—Involved with 
seven covered bridges crossing 
Big and Little Raccoon Creeks 
(the 8th crosses Rocky Fork), the 
tour leads over the huge dam of 
Raccoon Lake. It passes the old, 
water-powered mill at Mansfield 
and the modernized mill at 
Bridgeton. Bridgeton covered 
bridge is the county’s second 


longest and Crooks (No. 12) is one ' 


of the two oldest. The Fallen 
Rock area, along a branch of 
Rocky Fork Creek is unusually 
scenic. Much of this tour is thru 
heavily wooded valleys. 


For guests who prefer to “leave 
the driving to. someone else,” 
conducted tours on all four routes 
are available all 10 days. In- 
formed guides describe the 
countryside, the bridges and 
local lore in running com- 
mentary. No schedule is main- 
tained: busses leave as they are 
filed. On both Saturdays and 
Sundays busses will go out from 9 
a.m. till 3 p.m. and on week days 
from 9 a.m. till noon. Each tour 
takes about three hours. Tickets 
for adults are $2.25 and for 
children $1.25. 


The Have-A-Rest Tent 


Some people think the happiest 
folks at the Festival are to be 
found at the Senior Citizens 
HAVE-A-REST tent. Parke 
County has a Senior Citizens Club 
that knows how to have a good 
time and has also demonstrated 
many times that it knows how to 
take hold of a project and make 
things move. At the HAVE-A- 
REST tent they do both. 

During the year members find 
time to plan for the Festival and 
when October rolls around they 
are ready with a hearty welcome, 
interesting exhibits and little 
programs now and then—usually 
with guests participating. 
Comfortable chairs are plentiful, 
tall tales are swapped and 
members of other similar groups 
as well as non-affiliated oldsters 
go away with that heart-warming 
feeling of having made pleasant 
new friends. 

A daily feature in the tent is a 
devotional period led by mem- 
bers of the Parke County 
Ministerial Association. You can 
join in singing your favorite old 
hymns with accompaniment on 
an old organ. 

Everyone, regardless of age, is 
welcome at the HAVE-A-REST 
tent on the south courthouse lawn 
and there will be a free cup of 
coffee for all guests. 

There is no finer example of the 
voluntary cooperation of Parke 


County citizens in preparing for 
and participating as hosts in the 
Covered Bridge Festival and 
Maple Fair than that of the Parke 
County Senior Citizens Club. You 
can well imagine what a 
tremendous job it is to paste the 
mailing address labels on 60,000 
COVERED BRIDGE COURIERS 
and tie them in bundles for cities 
and towns all over the United 
States. 

A corps of Senior Citizens 
perform this tedious service and 
—you guessed—they have a lot of 
fun doing it. And at the Maple 
Fair they make the thousands of 
patties of whole hog sausage 
which are served at the pancake 
meal. 


Bike Trails 


In cooperation with Bicycle 
Institute of America and the 
Tourist Division of Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Parke County, Inc., 
has for the past few years had 
marked Bikeways. After trial 
and error, the present routes 
consist of three for the cyclists to 
choose from — 7, 18 and 30 miles. 

All of them include covered 
bridges, historic landmarks and 
beautiful scenery. Bike rentals 
are available in Rockville, and 
marked maps are available at 
the Parke County Tourist In- 
formation Center. 


Why This Festival 
Remains Successful 


As the time approaches when 
the 17th Covered Bridge Festival 
will be held, it is apropos to try to 
answer the question, ‘‘Why has 
the Covered Bridge Festival been 
so successful and become so 
popular that it now rates national 
recognition?” 

Obviously, there are many 
reasons, but first of all it’s our 
many covered bridges—more 
than any other county in the U.S. 
And that poses another question: 
“Why are we No. 1 in number of 
covered bridges?” When the first 
festival was held in 1957, several 
counties in the nation had more 
than our 39. Therefore, the an- 
swer has to be our program of 
preservation. True, we have lost 
three in 13 years—one by arson, 
one in a flash flood and one went 
down in high water just before 
needed repairs were made. In the 
meantime other counties were 
losing theirs faster. A prime 
purpose in holding the first 
festival was to obtain money to 
preserve our covered bridges and 
as the festival proved its worth in 
the early years it was easy to 
obtain the cooperation of our 
county officials—the County 
Council and County Com- 
missioners. When a covered 
bridge becomes unsafe for 
traffic, a new right of way is 
purchased for a modern concrete 
structure and the old bridge is 
left standing. However, in 1961 
two covered bridges had to be 
moved. (Portland Mills to the site 
of the Dooley Station covered 
bridge which was burned and 
Catlin to the Covered Bridge Golf 
course.) The moving was 
financed by Covered Bridge 
Festival money and again in 1971 
$5,000 was contributed to the cost 
of moving the Jessup covered 
bridge to the site of the Adams 
covered bridge which collapsed 
the year before. 

Another factor contributing to 
the success of the festival is its 
freedom from commercialism—a 
basic policy from the very first 
one. When you go to a 
professional entertainment or 
game, you are just a statistic, but 
when you come to the Covered 
Bridge Festival you are a guest of 
the citizens of Parke County and 
hundreds of them will be 
preparing and serving you food, 
executing handcrafts of an 


earlier period, serving as drivers 
or guides on the four bus tours, 
taking part in entertainment, 
etc.—all amateurs volunteering 
their services for free. And that 
means you may have 
unavoidable disappointments 
and inconveniences. If so, we beg 
of you to be as tolerant as you can 
with our mistakes. 

A sound, basic plan and policy 
for the first festival has never 
been changed—there have just 
been additions—and this has been 
a big reason the Festival has 
been so successful. It would be 
different, leaving to others the 
parades, queens, carnivals, 
games of chance, etc. Even the 
entertainment would stress. the 
historical and educational 
without being boring. 

One more factor contributing to 
the success of the festival must 
be mentioned—the county-wide 
cooperation of the citizens of 
Parke County. For such a 
community project to succeed it 
must have dedicated leadership 
and cooperation of the citizens. 
Parke County has both. 


Best Way To 
Get There 


An estimated 300,000 people are 
in Parke County during the 10 
days of the Festival. This as you 
can imagine, can cause a 
tremendous congestion of people 
and vehicles. The Parke County 
Sheriff’s Department, in charge 
of traffic control, asks the 
cooperation of all of our visitors 
to make things a little bit easier. 
They ask that visitors strictly 
comply with all “no parking” 
areas and accept the direction of 
officers on duty. In this way, 
everyone will get where they are 
going with a minimum amount of 
problems. 


Roofs Add To 
Bridge Life 


Hundreds of years ago 


Europeans learned that wooden 
bridges with roofs and sides to 
protect the big beams from 
weather would last much longer 
than open spans. The oldest still 
standing is “Pont de Bern” 
(Switzerland), built in 1275. 


County Scarecrow Show 


Where else but in Parke County 
will you find a Scarecrow Show 
and such a concentration of 
scarecrows? This is just another 
reason the Covered Bridge 
Festival has won such wide ac- 
claim and why it is so different 
from other festivals. These are 
not mine run shirt-on-a-stick 
scarecrows, either. All along the 
four marked Covered Bridge 
Routes, in villages and around 


the public square in Rockville, 
strange effigies leer and smirk at 
passersby, have their pictures 
taken, and possibly, scare a few 
birds. 

The Scarecrow Show is a 
contest among the residents of 
the county and visitors are 
judges. Be sure to get a ballot 
before taking one of the Covered 
Bridge Routes and vote for the 
scarecrow of your choice. 
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Housing Offered In Homes 


By the time you have received 
this copy of THE COVERED 
BRIDGE COURIER, all rooms in 
the motels and hotel in Rockville 
will have been reserved for the 
two weekends of the Covered 
Bridge Festival. 

However, for the convenience 
of our guests who wish ac- 
commodations in rooms in 
private homes, in town or on 
farms, on the two weekends, or 
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prefer to stay in those rooms any 
time during the 10 days of the 
Covered Bridge Festival, a 
reservation service is provided at 
the registration desk in the 
Festival Information Booth. 

Pleasant, comfortable rooms 
are available and they are sen- 
sibly priced. 

Mrs. Keith Pickett is in charge 
of this free service and will have 
a listing of rooms with a 


LODGING IN PRIVATE HOMES 


....No. of women 


.. . girls 


No. of beds needed for above children 


Preference: 


In town ooien 


......On farm .... 


(All accommodations are in modern homes) 


Date of arrival . 


Approximate hour of arrival 
Wheelchair 


Special considerations: 


Date of leaving .... 


Dog _........No stairs .... 


Advance payment of $5.00 is enclosed. 
Mall To: 


Mrs. Keith Pickett 
502 S. Market St. 


Rockville: Indiana - 47872 


PHONE (812) 569-5679 


description of the ac- 
commodations. Advance 
reservations may be made by 
filling out this coupon and 
mailing—the earlier the better. 
This year, an advance payment 
of $5 must be mailed in with the 
coupon below and it will be ap- 
plied on the cost of the room or 
rooms when settlement is made. 
This is necessary because too 
many people make and receive 
reservations and do not come. If 
cancellation of your reservation 
is made a week before the 
Festival opens your advance 
payment will be refunded. 
Your reservation will be 
confirmed by mail until one week 
efore the Festival opens. 
Otherwise pick it up on arrival. 


School Day 


Since so many schools have 
been sending bus loads of 
children to the Covered Bridge 
Festival, Wednesday has been 
designated as SCHOOL DAY. 

School officials and teachers 
are requested to plan their tours 
on Wednesday because on that 
day and that day only a special 
program for school children is 
held. 

Of course, they will have time 
to see all the activities in the 
headquarters tent and court- 
house yard. 

On Wednesday morning, Oc- 
tober 17, at 11:15 a.m., a special 
program for visiting school 
children will be given at the Ritz 
Theatre. Only school groups and 
their teachers are admitted. 

Retired school teachers of 
Parke County will display and 
give information about the school 
house at Billie Creek Village. 
They are also in charge of the 
program at the theater. 


Preservation 
Of Bridges 
Main Goal 


Preservation of the Parke 
County covered bridges is one of 
the principle reasons for the 
annual Covered Bridge Festival. 
Continuing necessary main- 
tenance and initiating a program 
of preservation of these bridges 
not only sparked the idea for the 
Festival, but has also generated a 
theme which the entire county 
tries to adhere to. Activities 
featured during the festival are 
designed to represent that period 
of life during the construction 
dates of the covered bridges. 

Since 1957 when the Festival 
first got underway, revenues of 
two types have been spent on the 
bridges for their continued repair 
and preservation. County tax 
funds are spent annually to 
maintain the bridges as many of 
them are still serving as a part of 
the traffic system in Parke 
County. 

During the past four years a 
sum in excess of $283,000 of 
county tax money has been used 
on these bridges. Repairs are 
generally in the area of roofing, 


painting or support rein- 
forcement. 
Parke County, Inc., the 


sponsoring organization for the 
Festival, has likewise taken on a 
share of the responsibility for 
keeping the bridges in good 
condition. Expenses incurred are 
those for moving bridges when 
their ‘‘life’’ is endangered, 
painting and lettering the ends 
and similar chores such as 
marking the routes, printing 
marked tour maps, etc. Most of 
the bridge moving that was 
necessary was done several 
years ago. However, the Jessup 
Bridge as recently as 1970 had to 
be relocated at the cost of $5,000. 
Lettering and end painting and 
weed cutting continues each 
year. 

Therefore it is vital for the 
grand ‘ole covered bridges that 
the Festival continue. The people 
of Parke County have 
acknowledged the utility of these 
bridges as well as the beauty that 
they offer, plus the nostalgia that 
our visitors enjoy. One aspect 
that motivates the pride of Parke 
County and anchors the com- 
mittment for continued 
preservation efforts is that these 
bridges are original to the county 
and authentic to the date which 
they proudly represent. 


Take Time To 


See Parke County 
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Sunday's 
Hymn Sing 
Is Popular 


For early risers, one of the 
most delightful features of the 
Covered Bridge Festival is the 
Sunday morning Hymn Sing at 
7:30. The Parke County 
Ministerial Association sponsors 
the service and arranges the 
program. 

The non-denominational ser- 
vice is held on the south lawn of 
the courthouse and in case of rain 
(God forbid!) it will be held in the 
courthouse. 


Many of our Festival guests 
like to attend a religious service 
in addition to the Hymn Sing on 
Sunday mornings. 

Of course, there are churches 
in all of the towns of the county, 
but part of the charm of Parke 
County is its large number of 
rural churches which serve as 
Spiritual headquarters of their 
neighborhood. 

Masses at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Rockville are at 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. both Saturdays 
(anticipated Sunday masses) and 
at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. both Sun- 
days of Festival. There is also a 
9:30 a.m. mass both Sundays at 
Immaculate Conception ın 
Montezuma. Confessions are 
heard 20 minutes before each 
mass. 

The following listing shows 
Protestant churches of the county 
with the times of Sunday ser- 
vices. 

ROCKVILLE. Assembly of God 
(9:30a.m.; 10:30a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 
Christian Church (8 a.m.; 9:30 
a.m.: 7 p.m.) Christian Science 
(11 a.m.) Church of Nazarene 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m.) 
First Baptist (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 


a.m.: 7 p.m.) Memorial 
Presbyterian (9:30 a.m.: 10:45 
a.m.) United Methodist (9:30 
a.m.; 10:35 a.m.) United Pen- 
tecostal (10 a.m.; 11 a.m.; 7:30 
p.m.) 

BLOOMINGDALE. Friends 


Church (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Christian Church (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.) United Methodist 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:45 a.m.) 

MARSHALL. Federated 
Church (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Baptist (10 a.m.: 10:50 a.m.) 

MECCA. Christian (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.) Wesleyan Church 
(9:30a.m.; 10:30a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 

MONTEZUMA. Christian (9:30 
a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m.) Church 
of Nazarene (9:30 a.m.: 10:30 
a.m.; 73306" pem') First 
Presbyterian (9:30 a.m.; 10:40 
a.m.) 

BRIDGETON. Baptist (10 
a.m.; 11 a.m.) United Methodist 
(9:45 a.m.; 10:45 a.m.) 

ROSEDALE. Assembly of God 
(9:30a.m.; 10:30a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) 
Christian Fellowship (9:30 a.m.; 
10:45 a.m., 7:30 p.m.) Baptist 
(9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) United 
Methodist (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 p.m.) 

RURAL CHURCHES. Har- 
mony Church of Christ (10:30 
a.m.) Hollandsburg Baptist (10 
a.m.; 11 a.m.) New Discovery 
Baptist (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Portland Mills Christian (9:30 
a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) Otterbein 
United Methodist (9:30 a.m.; 
10:30 a.m.) Sand Creek United 
Methodist (10 a.m.; 11 a.m.) 
Coloma Friends (9:30 a.m.; 10:45 
a.m.) Linebarger Chapel United 
Methodist (9:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.) 
Lyford Bible Church (9:45 a.m.; 
10:45 a.m.; 7:30 p.m.) Annapolis 
Nazarene (9:30 a.m.; 10:45 a.m.: 
7:30 p.m.) 


52 Bridges 
Built Here 


Between 1855 and 1923 at least 
52 covered bridges were built in 
Parke County, Indiana. During 
the years this county had several 
excellent builders and three were 
outstanding, Henry Wolf, J. J. 
Daniels and J. A. Britton. County 
engineers and builders favored 
Burr construction and of the 36 
that remain, 34 are Burr. 
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Evening Brings Local 
County Entertainment 


Evening entertainment during 
the 1973 Covered Bridge Festival 
will feature Leon Lawrence’s 
slide program on both Fridays, 
October 12 and October 19, and 
Monday, October 15; and the 
Parke Payers’ melodrama on the 
everings of October 13, 14, 16, 17, 
18 and 20. This year the Players 
have agreed to give three 
matinees in addition to the 
evening performances. Matinees 
will be on both Saturdays, Oc- 
tober 13 and 20, and Sunday, 
October 21. 


Lawrence’s slides have become 
one of the most popular at- 
tractions of the Festival, with 
new views and commentary 
being added each year. This 
year’s show, ‘‘Remembering 
Yesterday in Parke County,” 
promises to delight covered 
bridge buffs, Festival fans and 
photography experts as well as 
those who simply enjoy en- 
tertaining discourse. 

While Mr. Lawrence is an 
amateur photographer, his 
pictures are of professional 
calibre. He has given this lecture 
many times for camera, civic, 
professional and women’s clubs 
in the metropolitan area of 
Chicago and several Indiana 
cities. 

Being a covered bridge buff, he 
“discovered” Parke County at 
the second Covered Bridge 
Festival and it was love at first 
sight. His lectures over the years 
have been one of the most 
popular features of the Covered 
Bridge Festival, and since he 
spends most of his weekends in 
Parke County he has taken 
thousands of pictures of covered 
bridges, scenery and nature 
studies at all four seasons of the 
year. These, of course, include 
pictures of the Covered Bridge 
Festival and Maple Fair, as well 
as Billie Creek Village. 


Drive Safely - We 
Want You Back 


‘Dirty Work At 


The Crossroads’ 


The melodrama, “Dirty Work 
At The Crossroads,” is a 
modified version of “The Lan- 
cashire Lass.” New costumes of 
the 1890s era, authentic ballads, 
the woodland setting and be- 
tween-act specialties all combine 
to make this old-fashioned tale of 
virtue and villainy memorable. 
Audiences are encouraged to hiss 
the villain, cheer the hero and 
reward vocalists with tossed 
coins. This will be the third year 
the Players have produced a 
melodrama for highly en- 
thusiastic audiences. 

Evening programs (slides and 
play) start at 8 p.m. at the Ritz 
Theatre with matinees at 4 p.m. 
Play admissions are $1.50 and $1 
for the slide programs. 

Those wishing to buy tickets for 
any of these programs in advance 
may do so by writing: Box Office, 
Ritz Theatre, Rockville, Ind. 
47872. Please enclose check or 
money order and specify tickets 
desired. Tickets will be mailed in 
response to requests received 
before October 1. Tickets for 
those writing after October 1 will 
be held at the box office. 


Weises Own 
The Oldest 
Grist Mill 


The Ernest Weise family 
operates at Bridgeton the oldest 
grist mill still in service this side 
of the Alleghany Mountains. Built 
in 1823, the mill has enjoyed 150 
years of continuous service to the 
people of Parke County. 

The Weise family purchased 
the mill in 1938 and have been in 
the process of restoring it ever 
since. The main floor of the 
building has now been renovated, 
but it is estimated that the entire 
project will take several more 
years. With Mr. Weise, it’s a 
hobby. He learned the miller’s 
trade in Germany as a young boy 
before coming to this country. 

The mill is housed in a 60 by 40 
foot building. Its three stories 
are built of hand-hewn hickory 
logs and it rests on a foundation 
that is seven feet wide. The 
stones of the mill came from 
France and are original to the 
operation and are made of flint, 
the hardest stone in the world. 

The mill is open to Festival 
visitors to Bridgeton. 


TICKET RESERVATIONS 


For 


“DIRTY WORK AT THE CROSSROADS” 
All Tickets $1.50 


Please reserve for me: 
Tickets for Saturday 
Tickets for Saturday 


matinee, Oct. 13. 


evening, Oct. 13. 


Tickets for Sunday evening, Oct. 14. 


Tickets for Tuesday evening, Oct. 16. 


Tickets for Wednesday evening, Oct. 17. 


Tickets for Thursday evening, Oct. 18. 


Tickets for Saturday matinee, Oct. 20, 


Tickets for Saturday 


evening, Oct. 20. 


Tickets for Sunday matinee, Oct. 21. 


Send check or money order for full amount to: 


THEATRE TICKETS, Box 


Reserve tickets may be picked up at the Tourist 


165, Rockville, Ind., 47872. 


formation Center, East Ohio Street, or at the box office. 
Seats are not reserved. Matinee curtains at 4:00 p.m.; 
evening performances at 8:00 p.m. 


Parke County, Inc. has leased 
from the Penn Central Railroad a 
strip of real estate running 
between High and Ohio streets in 
the town of Rockville. On this 
tract the old depot is located and 
it has been purchased outright 
from the railroad. 

The frame depot was built over 
90 years ago by the Vandalia 
Railroad. There are waiting 
rooms on each side of the ticket 
office—one for men and one for 
women. Passenger service was 
discontinued on this branch of the 
Penn Central many years ago. In 
1965 a flood washed out so much 
trackage that the ICC gave 
permission to abandon through 
freight service on the southern 
half of the branch that runs from 
Terre Haute to South Bend. 
Carload service to Rockville 
comes up from Terre Haute at 


Canoe Sugar Creek 


The Covered Bridge Festival 
makes available a scenic venture 
down Sugar Creek where nature 
is seen in its most natural state. 
Approximately one hour long, 
this floating trip will take you 
four miles through picturesque 
country where you will see, from 
water level, covered bridges, 
gurgling riffles, rugged bluffs 
and endless autumn foliage in 
magnificent color. 

One should allow ap- 
proximately one and one-half 
hours total trip time from Rock- 
ville. Life jackets as well as oars 
are included, of course, even 
though 95 percent of the time the 
water is less than waist deep for 
an adult. 

Total novices usually fare well 
with these slightly wider canoes, 
so interested parties should not 
let lack of experience be a 
stumbling block. It is a fun trip 
that nature lovers wouldn’t want 
to miss. 
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Depot Is Now County Tourist Information Center 


present. 

The directors of Parke County, 
Inc., and Billie Creek Village, 
Inc., have joined forces to restore 
this structure. Once serving as a 
center of transportation, the 
depot now serves as a center of 
tourist information for the people 
visiting Parke County. 

The business offices for both 


The Parke County Covered 
Bridge Festival is planned by and 
for Parke County people for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with our county—its beauty and 
its resources. Every effort is 
made to prevent commercialism 
in its more tiresome aspects but 
it is only realistic to recognize 
that tremendous expense is in- 
volved. Thousands of dollars are 
spent on tent rental, insurance, 
maintenance of the Tourist In- 
formation Center during the 
year, printing of programs, 
maps, THE COVERED BRIDGE 
COURIER, postage and count- 
less other things. 

Since the Festival was started 
in 1957, a firm policy has been 
established. All special selling 
during the Festival must be by 
Parke County residents and all 
selling operations not regularly 
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WE COOPERATE 
PARKE COUNTY 


COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL 
PERMIT NO. 43 


boards of directors is also housed 
in this old structure. Thus, the 
people of Parke County have 
again reclaimed a piece of their 
history as they move forward to 
serve not only the local com- 
munity, but also their many 
traveling visitors. Stop by and 
visit the depot when you are in 
town. 


in business are to contribute 10 
percent of gross sales to the 
Festival committee to defray 
expenses. 

Most residents have been 
entirely cooperative. A few have 
not. And a few total strangers 
have taken advantage of our 
visitors and of us by moving in 
during the Festival and 
establishing roadside “stands” of 
all sorts. So that we may continue 
the Covered Bridge Festival we 
are, this year, providing our own 
loyal supporters with gaudy 
placards. We ask all Festival 
guests to be guided by the 
placards as you enjoy driving 
along the routes, following the 
signs we have paid for and ad- 
miring the bridges that are 
maintained by Parke County. 

THE COVERED BRIDGE 
FESTIVAL COMMITTEE 


